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	To:
	Cabinet 

	Date:
	12 March 2025

	Report of:
	Director of Planning & Regulation  

	Title of Report: 
	Procurement of a Framework Agreement for Supply of Ramps, Level Access Showers and Bathroom Works



	Summary and recommendations

	Decision being taken:
	Approval of Cabinet to procure a framework agreement and delegation to a senior officer to take the decision to appoint suppliers to the framework once the procurement is concluded. 

	Key decision:
	No 

	Cabinet Member:
	Councillor Linda Smith - Cabinet Member for Housing and Communities 

	Corporate Priority:
	Foster an inclusive economy, Deliver more affordable housing, Support thriving communities & Pursue a zero carbon Oxford

	Policy Framework:
	None



	Recommendation(s): That Cabinet resolves to:

	1.
	Approve the procurement of a Framework Agreement for Ramps, Level Access Showers/Wetrooms and Associated Bathroom Works; and

	2.
	Delegate authority to the Director of Planning and Regulation to enter into the Framework Agreement and award a place on the framework to the successful contractors following the procurement process. 

	
	

	
	

	
	






	Information Exempt From Publication 

	State in here what information is to be exempt from publication – where it is, attach it as an appendix and name the appendix as you describe It here
	n/a

	
	



	Appendix No.
	Appendix Title 
	Exempt from Publication

	1
	HIA Framework- Risk Register Template
	N/A

	2
	Equality Impact Assessment 2024 - V1
	N/A



Introduction and background 
1. The Council through its role as the Home Improvement Agency (HIA), as outlined in the Housing Assistance and Disabled Adaptation Policy, obtains quotations on behalf of disabled people wishing to apply for adaptations to their homes via a Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG). The main funding for the adaptations comes from Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) via the Better Care Fund (BCF). 
 
2. In order to facilitate its role as the HIA the Council established a Framework Agreement for the provision of Oxford City Council Home Improvement Agency’s Ramps, Level Access Showers/Wetrooms and Associated Bathroom Works in April 2023 for a 2 year period. 
  
3. The Framework has been running successfully since then, reducing timescales for adaptations and is held up nationally as an example of good practice and is used to show other councils.  This current Framework expires in April 2025 and a new one needs to be procured.  

4. In order to obtain a place on the new Framework contractors will have to apply and will be assessed against pre-established criteria. This helps ensure that only contractors of the right quality and size are appointed and in turn enables the HIA to obtain quotations on behalf of DFG grant recipients.  

5. The Criteria expects Framework contractors to abide by Oxford City Policies, using a standard Framework agreement which includes details on Data protection, Health & Safety and the Oxford Living Wage. There is also a requirement for Contractors to be from the local area and be able to contribute to Social Value considerations linked to the Council’s aims.

6. There is no obligation on the grant recipient or the Council to enter into a contract with any of the contractors. In the event the grant recipient elects to use one of the contractors on the framework they enter into a contract with one another for the work. Payment is made using the grant recipient’s DFG and no spend of Council funds will be used. 

7. Based on current spend of DFG the aggregate value of potential contracts awarded through the Framework is likely to be £500k-£750K per annum. The proposal is that the new Framework will be in place for 2 years with the option to extend for a further year to reflect to remaining term of the HIA contract with Oxfordshire County Council.

8. The Framework Agreement will set out the process for obtaining quotes and the terms and conditions that regulate any contract entered into between a contractor and grant recipients. It is an efficient transparent and fair way to select contractors. 

Alternative Options Considered 
9. The only other option is to not reprocure the framework but the HIA would still need to obtain quotes for work, which would be less efficient and have less safeguards for clients.
Other implications 
10. Not relevant
Financial implications
11. By approving the policy all additional spend will be funded by clients using BCF money so there will be no direct cost to the Council.
Legal issues
12. Under Parts 4.5(10) 4.5 (11) of the Council’s Constitution Cabinet is empowered to approve projects in excess of £750,000 and to award contracts in excess of £750,000. Under section 9E (3) (c) of the Local Government Act 2000 Cabinet is empowered to delegate its functions to officers.
The procurement and establishment of the proposed framework is permitted under procurement law. The procurement of the framework will need to comply with the Council’s Constitution. Due to the estimate value of the framework being over £750,000 the decision to enter into the Framework Agreement and appoint the successful contractors will be a Key Decision and will need to comply with the procedure for taking Key Decision set out in the Council’s Constitution.

Level of risk
12	HIA Framework- Risk Register Template - low

Equalities impact 
[bookmark: _Hlk184712181]13	Equality Impact Assessment 2024 - V1

[bookmark: _Hlk184712246]Carbon and Environmental Considerations 
14. The works carried out using this framework often result in property improvements which contribute to the carbon reduction agenda. 
	Report author
	Becky Walker

	Job title
	Home Improvement Agency Manager 

	Service area or department
	Planning and Regulatory Services

	Telephone 
	01865 252788

	e-mail 
	bwalker@oxford.gov.uk



	Background Papers: 
None.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Do not use a footer or page numbers.


image1.jpeg
www.oxford.gov.uk

‘e )

OXFORD
CITY
COUNCIL




